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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
Please amend the above-identified patent application as follows: 

In the Specification 

Please add the following paragraph at page 1, above line 5 : 
This application is a National Stage Application of International Application 
Number PCT/JPOO/06147, published, pursuant to PCT Article 21(2). 

Please substitute the following paragraph at page 9. lines 15-25 : 

In another embodiment, MK can be used as a marker for certain types of cancers, such as 
hepatocellular carcinoma. Blood MK level rises with the advancement of the stage of 
hepatocellular carcinoma. For cancer diagnosis, the assay described above is performed multiple 
times sequentially, and the change in MK level is evaluated. For example, this assay is 
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